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 Engage students in texts they want to read

 Teach with lessons created for you

  Answer text-based questions and cite text  

evidence

 Apply comprehension strategies in real texts

 Support for English Language Learners



Writing Goals
•  Write an opinion piece 

that introduces a topic, 
states an opinion, and 
lists reasons.

• Use linking words and 
phrases to connect 
opinions and reasons.

Reading Goals
•  Answer questions 

to demonstrate 
understanding of text.

• Use information gained 
from images and 
other text features 
to demonstrate 
understanding.

• Identify main ideas and 
explain how key details 
support them.

Engage Students
Warm Up
Say: When the weather forecast says a tornado or hurricane is 
approaching, you know it’s time to “batten down the hatches,” 
an old sailing term that means preparing for stormy weather. 
What can you expect from these two dramatic weather events? 
We are going to read all about tornadoes and hurricanes in Do 
Tornadoes Really Twist?

Cross-Curricular Perspective | SCIENCE

Explain that scientists have used weather balloons since the 
1930s. The balloons are fitted with data transmitters that gather 
data about temperature, humidity, air pressure, and other 
weather factors from Earth’s upper atmosphere. Scientists 
launch weather balloons twice a day from 900 locations around 
the world, including 92 sites in the United States.

Make Connections
Before discussing Do Tornadoes Really Twist? talk about the 
Essential Question: How does the world challenge us? Say: 
Normally, bad weather only interferes with our plans in small 
ways. But sometimes weather is worse than bad—it’s severe. A 
tornado, hurricane, or other severe weather can really challenge 
us. Have students discuss their experiences with severe 
weather.
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Questions & Answers About
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OVERVIEW Tornadoes and hurricanes both 
contain strong winds that can cause 
serious damage.
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

STRATEGY GROUP  ELL Targeted Support

Bridging Bring students together to preview the book. Have them page through the text 
and identify the topics they will learn about. Then ask students what is unusual about the 
way the text is written, eliciting that it is in a question-and-answer format. Discuss why the 
authors might have chosen to present information this way. How might readers find this 
format helpful?

(pages 4–11) Why are tornadoes called 
twisters?

On page 4, what imagery do the authors 
use to explain what a tornado funnel looks 
like? Based on the illustration on page 5, do 
you think this is a good comparison?

Does the diagram on page 6 most likely 
show a tornado in the Northern or Southern 
Hemisphere? How do you know?

How does the diagram help show how 
hailstones form? What might you add to  
the diagram to show the process more 
clearly?

Vocabulary

funnel (p. 4)
debris (p. 4)
collide (p. 7)
aloft (p. 10)
updrafts (p. 24)
torrents (p. 32)

Focus on Genre
Direct students’ attention to Do Tornadoes Really Twist? Say: This book is an 
example of informational text. Informational texts explain a topic or give facts about 
real people, places, things, events, or ideas. Read the Introduction on page 3. How 
does it help you know you are reading an informational text? 

TURN AND TALK  Pair students and have them talk about the title and 
photograph on the cover. You may want to use the following questions if students 
need help getting started:

• What details do you notice about the weather shown on the cover?

• Which kind of weather do you think the cover shows? Why?

• Do you think the weather has affected the farm yet? Why or why not? What 
might happen when it does?

Read the Book
Use the following questions to guide your discussion of Do 
Tornadoes Really Twist? Encourage students to share their 
ideas and use text evidence to support their opinions. 
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

Which question on page 7 has no clear 
answer?

Why do you think scientists are unsure 
about how tornadoes form?

Does it surprise you to learn that tornadoes 
are not big at all? Why or why not?

On page 7, what context clues help you 
understand the meaning of the word 
devastation?

What are “tornado tracks”? What fact from the text does the map on 
page 8 help illustrate? Based on the text, 
what can you infer about which states  
were hit with tornadoes first and which  
were hit last?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Author’s Craft 

Figurative Language Note the phrases the authors use on page 9 to describe what 
tornadoes sound like: “like the buzzing of a million bees”; “a loud, deafening roar”; “the 
noise of 100 jumbo jets taking off at the same time”; “the sound of a speeding train rumbling 
through a narrow tunnel.” Discuss why comparisons like these are especially useful when 
describing what something sounds like.

(pages 12–23) Based on the information on 
page 12, what can you conclude about why 
so many tornadoes occur in Tornado Alley?

According to the map on page 13, which 
states in Tornado Alley experience more 
than 15 tornadoes per 1,000 square miles?

Why do the authors include the illustration 
on page 14?

What is surprising about the details of this 
scene? How does the text explain it?

Given what you learned earlier about 
tornadoes’ paths, why is it surprising to read 
on page 16 that a tornado almost wiped out 
an entire town?

Why do you think the illustration on page 17 
has no caption?

On page 19, the authors answer the 
question “Which tornado was the strangest 
of all?” Is their answer based on fact or 
opinion?

Which of the facts listed sounds “strangest” 
to you? Do you think people who have 
survived other tornadoes might have their 
own ideas about the strangest tornado 
events? Explain your answer.

Do you think there is a significant difference 
between tornadoes rated F-4 and F-5 on 
the Fujita-Pearson Scale? Why or why not?

What questions do you still have about the 
Fujita-Pearson Scale after reading about it?
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

What is the most important thing you 
should do if you’re outdoors or indoors in a 
tornado?

On page 23, what is the authors’ purpose 
for mentioning that “tornadoes lift and 
wreck mobile homes as if they were made 
of paper”?

(pages 24–37) What are the main 
differences between hurricanes and 
tornadoes?

What similarities between the two types 
of storms help explain why the authors 
included both in the same book?

How does the period before a hurricane 
differ from the period before a tornado?

What detail from the text does the 
illustration on page 25 show?

How has the hurricane developed in the 
illustration on the following page?

According to the information on page 27, 
how many tropical storms become 
hurricanes?

What events need to happen for a tropical 
storm to become a hurricane?

Based on the information on page 28, how 
is a hurricane’s damage similar to that of a 
tornado?

What words and phrases do the authors  
use on page 28 to tell how severe a 
hurricane is?

What is the biggest danger caused by 
hurricanes’ rainfall?

Do you think the illustration on pages 34 
and 35 shows a particular flood, or does it 
show what might happen during a flood? 
Why do you think so?

What is the history behind naming 
hurricanes?

Does today’s method of naming hurricanes 
make sense to you? Why or why not?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Informational Text 

Text Features Ask students why the authors might have chosen to use illustrations rather 
than photographs to support the text. Discuss the possible advantages and disadvantages of 
this choice: can readers learn as much or more from illustrations as from photographs? Why 
or why not? Ask students if there are specific places in the text where they would like to see 
a photograph, and why.

(pages 38–47) What information can you 
learn from the map on page 39 that isn’t in 
the main text?

What do the arrows on the map explain? 
What additional information would you like 
the map and caption to explain?
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Discuss the Book Respond with Text Evidence

What sequence of events led to a new 
country after the 1970 Bay of Bengal 
hurricane?

What caused people’s “fury” after the 
Bay of Bengal hurricane? Given the other 
information about this area on page 4, do 
you think it’s surprising that the government 
was not better prepared? Why or why not?

Why do you think the book mentions 
Hurricane Hunters and not Tornado 
Hunters? What might make following and 
tracking hurricanes easier than doing the 
same for tornadoes?

Where are the Hurricane Hunters on  
page 43, and what are they doing? Does 
anything surprise you about this illustration?

Why is hurricane damage getting worse, 
while hurricane injuries are not?

What can you infer about why more 
people are moving to coastal areas despite 
hurricane risks?

What are the benefits of hurricanes? Do you think hurricanes’ benefits outweigh 
the dangers? Why or why not?

STRATEGIC SUPPORT  Author’s Craft

Author’s Purpose Remind students that the author’s purpose for writing an informational 
text is to give facts about one or more topics. Ask students to name the text’s topics and tell 
how they are related. Then discuss the different facts students have learned about tornadoes 
and hurricanes.
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Think About the Book
Provide students with a web-ready graphic organizer, such as the one below, to 
help them organize information about Earthquakes, Eruptions, and Other Events that 
Change Earth and Do Tornadoes Really Twist? Examples have been added to the 
organizer to help get students started. 

Collaborative Conversations
During discussion, encourage students to share ideas and ask each other questions 
when they need clarification or additional opinions. Provide prompts such as these to 
foster collaborative conversations among students.

Conversation Strategies Prompt

Share and Ask Opinions I think ______, because ______. What do you think?

Elaborate I agree that ______, but I also think that ______. 

Express Disagreement We see ______ differently, because ______.

Causes Effects

Changes in the ocean floor, such as 
underwater earthquakes, landslides, and 
volcanic eruptions

Can wipe out villages and islands

Causes Effects

Thunderstorms that produce powerful, 
twisting winds

Can pick up objects as big as trains and 
smash them

Tornadoes

Tsunamis
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Write About the Book
Write the following prompt on the board. Explain to students that they will write a 
multi-paragraph opinion essay. You may want to have students review their graphic 
organizers from Think About It prior to writing their drafts.

Prompt:

Earthquakes, Eruptions, and Other Events that Change Earth and Do Tornadoes 
Really Twist? tell about natural events that can have a big impact. Choose one 
natural event from each book. Then write an opinion essay telling which event 
you think is more dangerous, and why. Your essay should describe each event, 
including its causes and effects. Include reasons that support your opinion, 
based on facts and details from the texts. 

Make sure that students have read both texts. Tell them to think about purpose and 
audience as they

• plan their responses;

• write their responses;

• revise and edit their responses.

Scoring Rubric: Opinion Text-Based Writing Rubric

Score Purpose, Focus, 
Organization 

Evidence and 
Elaboration 

Language 
Conventions 

4

The response is focused 
for the purpose, audience, 
and task. It has a clearly 
stated opinion and 
effective organization.

The response provides 
convincing reasons for the 
writer's opinion.

The response 
demonstrates a strong 
command of basic 
language and conventions.

3

The response is 
adequately focused for the 
purpose, audience, and 
task. It has an opinion and 
adequate organization.

The response provides 
adequate reasons for the 
writer's opinion.

The response 
demonstrates an adequate 
command of basic 
language and conventions.

2

The response is somewhat 
focused for the purpose, 
audience, and task but 
may include loosely related 
or unrelated material.

The response provides few 
reasons for the writer's 
opinion.

The response 
demonstrates a poor 
command of basic 
language and conventions.

1

The response is related to 
the topic but demonstrates 
little awareness of 
purpose, audience, or 
task. It lacks a discernible 
opinion and organization.

The response provides 
no clear reasons for the 
writer's opinion.

The response 
demonstrates little 
command of basic 
language and conventions.
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